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Exhibition Title 

Estamos Buscando A – We’re Looking For   

Exhibition Concept

Estamos Buscando A – We’re Looking For is the culmination of a four-year journey, from 2003 thru 2006, of 
photographing in Mexico along the border from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean.  As the quest for a 
greater sense of personal identity, purpose and meaning is universal to our collective existence, the 
installation invites viewers to reflect on the anxiety and uncertainty of the migrants, and contemplate that 
emotional place we all must face when we leave behind the known for the unknown.  Regardless of the 
demarcation lines of country and culture, we are all migrants in search of something profound and 
meaningful to our being.

Estamos Buscando A – We’re Looking For features up to 44 aluminum – plate photographs (retablos) of 
intimate portraits, which are the result of a collaborative effort between each migrant and the photographer 
that reveal an engaging first – person journey into the migrant experience.  The landscape photographs and 
two text pieces provide both a visual and emotional sense of context of the U.S. – Mexico Border.

The visual and physical experience of the photographs and installation is further heightened as the 
photographs are attached (magnetized on the back of each aluminum – plate) to salvaged pieces of the 
steel border wall that measure 4’ and 6’ in length by 2’ in height.  The exhibition can be installed in any type 
of configuration specific to the installation space.  Wood brackets are first screwed to the wall to support the 
steel wall planks which are then secured to the brackets with bolts as well as joined by way of a tongue | 
groove system.  There is a total of 61 pieces (332’ linear feet) of the steel border wall available for use  – 
enough to make a complete wall that could be 12’ high and nearly 60’ long.  The two text pieces are framed 
in 24” x 30” wood frames and there is the option to present the landscape photographs either on the steel 
wall pieces or in frames.  All the installation materials are conveniently crated for ease of handling and 
shipping.

Visual | Educational Objectives and Intended Audiences

The Estamos Buscando A – We’re Looking For installation offers the audience an opportunity to consider 
migrants crossing the U.S. – Mexico Border as people no different from themselves.  While the current 
discourse of the Border is reflective of strong political overtones, the installation shifts the discussion to a 
place of compassion and mutual respect; that the basic existential needs and desires of the migrant are the 
same for any of us, including the viewers.

The installation speaks to multiple audiences of different ages, ethnicities and backgrounds, including those 
interested in art and photography, installation, the U.S. – Mexico Border and the migrant experience.   
Additional educational programming may include an artist lecture of a video presentation of the photographs 
with live voice-over, which has been previously been presented at various universities and national 
conferences including the National Communication Association, Society of Photographic Education and the 
Association of Borderland Studies.
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